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The below article was printed in The Post 

and Courier on June 12, 2010. 
THE POST AND COURIER: OBITUARIES—LOCAL 

POLITICIAN DIES 
Thomas Allen Legare, Jr., a former S.C. 

senator and Charleston-area lawyer, died 
Friday. He was 94. 

A four-term senator from 1953 to 1966, 
Legare pushed for bridge and highway im-
provements. He served as chairman of the 
State Development Board, which set two 
records for industrial development under his 
leadership. He was the board chairman from 
1969 to 1974. 

For his public service as a legislator, the 
S.C. Department of Highways and Public 
Transportation named the northbound U.S. 
Highway 17 bridge over the Ashley River 
after Legare in 1978. 

As a senator, he authored several bills that 
provided for the expansion of the State Ports 
Authority. He was a two-term Democratic 
representative from Charleston from 1947 to 
1953. 

In 1979, Legare received the University of 
South Carolina’s Distinguished Alumni 
Award. He earned his A.B. and law degrees 
from the university in 1939 and 1941, respec-
tively. Legare was a past president and 
chairman of the alumni association. 

Legare was born in Charleston on July 22, 
1915, to Thomas A. Legare and Lilly Mikell 
Legare. In 1964 he formed the Legare, Hare 
and Smith law firm in Charleston. He was an 
Army veteran, serving in World War II in the 
European and China-India-Burma theaters. 

Legare was a former director of the 
Charleston Junior Chamber of Commerce 
and the Lion’s Club of Charleston. Other 
memberships included the American Legion 
Post #10, the Veterans’ Advisory Council and 
the Carolina Yacht Club. Legare was a long-
time member of the Second Presbyterian 
Church of Charleston. 

He was predeceased by his wife, Virginia I. 
Green Legare, and daughter, Irene G. Legare 
Wesley. Surviving are the couple’s three 
other children, Virginia G. Legare Townsend, 
Sarah M. Legare Stuhr, and Edward T. 
Legare, all of Wadmalaw Island. 

Stuhr’s Downtown Chapel is handling ar-
rangements. 
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A TRIBUTE TO RONALD J. 
BRIDGES 

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 16, 2010 

Mr. TOWNS. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
in recognition of Ronald J. Bridges for his 
service to children and families throughout 
New York City. 

Mr. Ronald J. Bridges is a native of Newark, 
New Jersey. He and his lovely wife Yvette 
celebrated 31 years of marriage on March 28. 
They have three wonderful children, two boys 
and a girl: Rashidi, Husani, and Bahati. 

Mr. Bridges is the Chairman of the 
Diaconate Ministry at the historic Berean Bap-
tist Church of Brooklyn, New York. In this 
leadership position, Mr. Bridges provides spir-
itual and administrative guidance to the church 
ministerial leaders. He attends New York 
Theological Seminary where he earned the 
Master of Divinity Degree in 2009. Mr. Bridges 
has done additional studies at the Berean 
Baptist Bible Study Institute, including a four 
year Bible study certificate program; upon 
graduation, he was named ‘‘Salutatorian of the 

Class of 1999.’’ A New York state licensed 
psychotherapist since 1988, Mr. Bridges also 
holds a Master of Social Work degree from 
Hunter College School of Social Work of New 
York City. 

Mr. Bridges spent his entire career helping 
others. In his 24 years of local government 
service, Mr. Bridges held a senior administra-
tive manager post within New York City Chil-
dren’s Service Foster Care division. As its Re-
gional Director of the Group Home Division in 
the boroughs of the Bronx, Queens and Man-
hattan from 1990 to 2007, Mr. Bridges coun-
seled, taught and helped countless teenagers 
and their families. Currently, Mr. Bridges is the 
Regional Deputy Director of New York City 
Children’s Service Child Protection Division in 
the Bronx, New York. Mr. Bridges oversees all 
New York State Registry reports of abuse and 
neglect of children within numerous commu-
nities in the Bronx. This is a tremendous re-
sponsibility in which Mr. Bridges depends 
heavily on his relationship with his Lord, Christ 
Jesus; as well as on his vast experience as he 
guides and directs over one hundred child pro-
tective employees. 

Affectionately known as ‘‘Deacon Bridges’’ 
or ‘‘Deacon Ron,’’ Mr. Bridges is a dedicated 
servant of Christ and has been a member of 
Berean Baptist Church since 1992. Mr. 
Bridges faithfully echoes, ‘‘Only what we do 
for Christ will last.’’ This is evident by Mr. 
Bridges’ commitment to various ministries 
within Berean Baptist Church and the commu-
nity. He is a devoted Sunday school teacher 
and student, and is also a member of the 
Berean’s Christian Counseling ministry where 
he teaches a Christian counseling course. Mr. 
Bridges serves as the vice chairman of the 
Board of Directors for the Berean Community 
Family Life Center. He is the founder of And 
Ye Shall Love Thy Neighbor as Thyself Min-
istries. Mr. Bridges works with officials at 
Montefiore and with the faith-based community 
to establish a network of churches to serve as 
a surrogate support system for liver transplant 
patients. 

Madam Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
join me in recognizing the contributions of 
Ronald J. Bridges. 
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CELEBRATING THE LIFE AND 
MEMORY OF MR. DANIEL D. CAN-
TOR 

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 16, 2010 

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Madam Speaker, 
I rise today to celebrate the life of and express 
sadness over the passing of an extraordinary 
man, Daniel D. Cantor. 

Mr. Cantor set the bar for what it means to 
be a true community leader through his philan-
thropy, friendship, and loyalty. 

He loved children, loved the Jewish commu-
nity, and loved Broward County. It was his fer-
vent desire to give whatever he could, when-
ever he could, to help. 

Mr. Cantor grew up in Middle Village, New 
York, earned his law degree from New York 
University, and served in the Navy stateside 
during World War II. He started practicing law 
after the war but his attention quickly turned to 
real estate, where he made his fortune buying, 

selling and building garden apartments for re-
turning veterans. He made his first $1 million 
by age 31. 

When Mr. Cantor retired to Tamarac in 
1980, South Florida became a prime recipient 
of his charity work. By 1996, in only an 8-year 
period, Mr. Cantor donated over $22 million to 
the non-profit community and was recognized 
by the United States Congress for his efforts. 

His contributions went to the Jewish Na-
tional Fund, the Jewish Institute for Geriatric 
Care, a program to teach Yiddish in Jewish 
day schools, including one in Hollywood, and 
a lecture hall for a university in Israel. Mr. 
Cantor donated to scholarship funds, medical 
research, and housing for the elderly in New 
York, Florida, and Israel. He gave money to 
resettle Soviet Jews and to fly Ethiopian Jews 
to Israel. Locally he also gave to the Jewish 
Federation of Broward County, David Posnack 
Hebrew Day School in Plantation, and the 
Anti-Defamation League of B’nai B’rith. 

Of course, he is probably best known 
through the Daniel D. Cantor Senior Center in 
Sunrise, which provides adult day care and 
other programs for the elderly, many of which 
are constituents of mine. 

Madam Speaker, Daniel Cantor was a 
unique man with a great sense of humor. He 
served the community with everything he had 
and this is something I aspire to do every day 
of my life. He will always be a role model to 
all who follow Mahatma Ghandi’s mantra: ‘‘Be 
the change you wish to see in the world.’’ 

One Jewish leader in my district said it right: 
‘‘It’s the end of an era losing a man of that 
stature.’’ 

I am grateful for Mr. Cantor’s contributions 
and dedication to Broward County, the greater 
United States, and Israel. He will be missed. 
My thoughts and prayers go out to his family, 
friends, and to the greater community during 
this difficult time. 
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HONORING MARNA S. DAVIDSON 

HON. THEODORE E. DEUTCH 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 16, 2010 

Mr. DEUTCH. Madam Speaker, ‘‘A good 
teacher is like a candle, it consumes itself to 
light the way for others.’’ Today I would like to 
honor Marna S. Davidson for the path she has 
lit for us and congratulate her on her retire-
ment. Ms. Davidson is the paradigm of a true 
educator: she has dedicated her life to teach-
ing others both inside and outside the class-
room. 

Ms. Davidson came to Florida after a distin-
guishing career in the New York City Public 
School System. As an active teacher, Ms. Da-
vidson was recognized with the Smallheiser 
Award by the United Federation of Teachers 
and helped her school achieve the prestigious 
Trechenberg Award. 

When Ms. Davidson retired from New York 
and moved to Florida, she became politically 
active. Some will suggest that Ms. Davidson 
then found the most bullish and obstinate stu-
dents of her career, the Florida legislature. In 
true form, Ms. Davidson took to lobbying the 
Florida legislature on educational issues with 
the same passion and zeal she taught with 
her whole life. There is no doubt that the chil-
dren of Florida are better off due to the hard 
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